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European foreword 

This document (EN 17878-2:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 107 “District 
heating and cooling systems”, the secretariat of which is held by DS. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2024, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by September 2024. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document is part of the EN 17878 series of standards District heating pipes — Factory made flexible 
pipe systems with a lower temperature profile: 

— Part 1: Classification, general requirements and test methods; 

— Part 2: Requirements and test methods for bonded systems with plastic service pipes; 

— Part 3: Requirements and test methods for non bonded systems with plastic service pipes. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

District heating technology has developed rapidly since its origin and especially in recent times. Today, 
there are different generations of district heating networks. The technologies of these generations are 
driven by the different heat sources and operating temperatures used. 

CEN/TC 107 provides a set of European standard series for rigid and flexible piping systems in district 
heating to suit all generations and requirements of district heating networks in the market. 

The standard documents ensure quality for factory made piping systems in district heating. 

This standard series covers flexible, factory made piping systems for operation conditions as described 
in the scope of part 1. 
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1 Scope 

This document specifies requirements and test methods for flexible, factory made, buried district heating 
pipe systems with plastic service pipes and bonding between the layers of the pipe assemblies. 

It is only applicable in conjunction with EN 17878-1. 

This document is applicable to pipes, fittings, their joints and to joints with components made of non-
plastics materials intended to be used for district heating installations. 

This document is applicable to a maximum operating temperature of 80 °C and maximum operating 
design pressure up to 1,0 MPa for a design service life of at least 50 years. 

This document does not apply to cover surveillance systems. 
NOTE For higher temperatures or for the transport of other fluids, for example potable water, additional 
requirements and testing are needed. Such requirements are not specified in this document. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 485-2, Aluminium and aluminium alloys — Sheet, strip and plate — Part 2: Mechanical properties 

EN 573-3, Aluminium and aluminium alloys — Chemical composition and form of wrought products — 
Part 3: Chemical composition and form of products 

EN 10025-2, Hot rolled products of structural steels — Part 2: Technical delivery conditions for non-alloy 
structural steels 

EN 10025-3, Hot rolled products of structural steels — Part 3: Technical delivery conditions for 
normalized/normalized rolled weldable fine grain structural steels  

EN 10025-4, Hot rolled products of structural steels — Part 4: Technical delivery conditions for 
thermomechanical rolled weldable fine grain structural steels 

EN 10216-1, Seamless steel tubes for pressure purposes — Technical delivery conditions — Part 1: Non-
alloy steel tubes with specified room temperature properties 

EN 10216-2, Seamless steel tubes for pressure purposes — Technical delivery conditions — Part 2: Non-
alloy and alloy steel tubes with specified elevated temperature properties 

EN 10216-3, Seamless steel tubes for pressure purposes — Technical delivery conditions — Part 3: Alloy fine 
grain steel tubes 

EN 10217-1, Welded steel tubes for pressure purposes — Technical delivery conditions — Part 1: Electric 
welded and submerged arc welded non-alloy steel tubes with specified room temperature properties 

EN 10217-2, Welded steel tubes for pressure purposes — Technical delivery conditions — Part 2: Electric 
welded non-alloy and alloy steel tubes with specified elevated temperature properties 

EN 10217-3, Welded steel tubes for pressure purposes — Technical delivery conditions — Part 3: Electric 
welded and submerged arc welded alloy fine grain steel tubes with specified room, elevated and low 
temperature properties 
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